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to be sent North, where they might get employment CHAP, xxi
until the war was over, when they could return to
their Southern homes.

For these and other reasons I was naturally very
impatient for the time to come when I could com-
mence the spring campaign, which I thoroughly be-
lieved would close the war.

There were two considerations I had to observe,
however, and which detained me. One was the
fact that the winter had been one of heavy rains,
and the roads were impassable for artillery and
teams. It was necessary to wait until they had
dried sufficiently to enable us to move the wagon-
trains and artillery necessary to the efficiency of an
army operating in the enemy's country. The other
consideration was that G-eneral Sheridan, with the
cavalry of the Army of the Potomac, was operat-
ing on the north side of the James Eiver, having
come down from the Shenandoah. It was neces-
sary that I should have his cavalry with me, and I
was therefore obliged to wait until he could join
me south of the James Eiver.

Let us now take account of what he was doing.

On the 5th of March I had heard from Sheridan.
He had met Early between Staunton and Charlottes-
ville and defeated him, capturing nearly his entire
command. Early and some of his officers escaped 1W e seqL*
by finding refuge in the neighboring houses or in
the woods.

On the 12th I heard from Mm again. He had
turned east, to come to White House. He could not
go to Lynchburg as ordered, because the rains had
been so very heavy and the streams were so very
much swollen. He had a pontoon-train with him,arnest!}^ I
